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Our Crucifixion, Resurrection and Ascension with Christ
[bookmark: _GoBack]1. We have reconciliation and redemption in Christ 
– – – Romans 3:24 NASB “being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus”
– – – 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 NASB [18] Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, [19] namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. [20] Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
– – – Colossians 1:19-22 NASB [19] For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, [20] and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven. [21] And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, [22] yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach-
– – – Colossians 1:13-14 NASB [13] For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, [14] in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
– – – Ephesians 1:7 NASB [7] In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace
– – – The word reconcile comes from the idea of making an exchange, and in the New Testament carries the idea of exchanging our position of separation from God to a position of fellowship and favor in union with Him
– – – The word redemption means to deliver, or to rescue, or to release and set free, to a whole new identity and purpose that reveals its original destiny
Redemption is connected to forgiveness, because the forgiveness of God doesn't just mean he puts our sins away but it also means new creation



2. Because of the finished work of Christ on the cross we are new creations
– – – 2 Corinthians 5:14 – 17
– – – Romans 6:4
– – – Colossians 3:9 – 10
– – – Jesus went to the cross to prepare a new place for us – John 14:2
             (John 14:10-11; John 10:18; John 17:21)
– – – Ephesians 2:1 – 10
– – – Galatians 6:12 – 15 (new creations because of the cross)
– – – Colossians 2:8 – 15
– – – Romans 6
– – – At the cross Jesus took collective humanity the place of execution and in his person the judgment for sin was satisfied and the recreation of humanity was accomplished.
– – – It is a glorious thought that Jesus died for us, but it is important to understand that he died for us by dying as us, and in his person we were executed for our sins, and of course therefore the person that we were – the old fallen self, the slave to sin – was crucified with Him and was buried with him and rose from the grave in union with his resurrection life.
– – – If God said very good after his creation of man on the sixth day, then his re-created of man and the finished work of Christ is his great masterpiece. His great poem of love. We were created in Christ Jesus at the cross.
– – – No wonder Paul could say that he only boasted in the Cross Jesus because it is the cross of Jesus that was the deeper magic of God that made all things new.
– – – It is so important that you understand that God accomplished this in Christ at the cross 2000 years ago before you were ever born. It was all a work of grace before you had ever arrived on the scene, but of course you are already in God's heart from before the foundation.
– – – The finished work of Christ, the satisfaction of the debt of sin, and the re-creation of fallen man – the new self – is provisionally true about every single person, but only when a person says yes to the finished work of Christ is that person personally born again.
– – – What Jesus did on the cross made the new creation provisionally true for every human being
What is provisionally true becomes personally true when a person puts their faith in the finished work of Christ. Yet, what is personally true now, for every believer, only becomes experientially true as they walk in faith manifesting the new creation
3. We were born into union with Christ –
– – – Union with Christ is not something that we gradually grow into, but it is a gift that we grow use to as we learn to live by faith celebrating the finished work of Christ
– – – We do not work toward union, or grow towards union, but we work from union, and grow from union with Christ
– – – Ephesians 2:10 says we are simply called to walk in it
– – – Colossians 2:10 says that we start the Christian life having been made complete or full in Christ
– – – We do not attain anything new in Christ but anything that we might go through. Jesus attained everything for us at the cross by what he went through. We simply discover more about the unsearchable riches of Christ that are ours, and as we discover more we grow in faith, and therefore grow in manifestation of all that Jesus is attained for us
– – – Look at what Paul said in Romans 15 –Romans 15:17,29 NASB [17] Therefore in Christ Jesus I have found reason for boasting in things pertaining to God. [29] I know that when I come to you, I will come in the fullness of the blessing of Christ.
– – – Ephesians 1:23 says that the church, which of course you make up individually to be a corporate body, is the fullness of Him who is constantly filling all in all
– – – Here is the startling and wonderful good news – from the moment you got saved you have been constantly filled with the fresh flow of all that Jesus is, but sadly most believers don't realize that, and therefore they don't by faith manifest it
– – – How do we die to self? Jesus already took care of that at the cross, we just need and surrender to say yes to that and say yes to the new creation that is in union with Christ – Colossians 3:9 – 11
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